266                   LORD  READING

action without any guarantee that the action which has led, or,
as we believe, forced the Government to take such action would
also cease. Therefore, it is that to a request conveyed to me
even by so influential and authoritative a deputation as yourselves
to call a conference, coupled as it is with the two conditions of the
revocation of the law and the release of all the prisoners, the
answer I must make, is, that I cannot comply with the request.
Those are the conditions presented to me. Here again I speak
not only my own views, but those of those associated with me in
the Government of India, who unanimously have arrived at the
same conclusion in conference with me. But I should be sorry
indeed if any observations I have made could be construed into a
refusal for all time to consider the convening of a conference.
Certainly I have not intended by the language I have used to
convey that meaning to you. I have too great a regard for the
value of discussion and for the consideration of suggestions
and recommendations that may be made. I am not one of those
who think that all wisdom is to be found in those who happen to
be in positions of authority. I have had too great an experience
of life not to appreciate that advantage may be derived from
discussion and consultation with others who see from different
angles, and who may have views to put forward which had not
occurred to us. But I can only act at the moment in view of
the present existing circumstances as they stand.

For the reasons that I have given you I must express my
great regret that the essential conditions for peace are not forth-
coming. Before I part from you I cannot refrain from making
some brief observations on the statements in your address. I
do not propose to go through them, but you refer to the action
that the Government has taken in relation to the Punjab and
Khilafat wrongs. I acknowledge your expressions with regard
to them. You state that the Government has not yet done aH
that it is thought should have been done. That, of course, is a
legitimate view, and one with which I don't quarrel. But
may I ask you momentarily to pause and think with regard to
these matters ? Are these really the causes of the present con-
dition of affairs ? Ever since I have been here, and frequently
as a result of-consultation with those of great influence who do
not represent the Government, I have taken steps to meet the
views presented to me in respect of the Punjab wrongs. That
we have not been able to go to the full length I readily admit.
I am perfectly aware of the desire on the part of many that more
should be done, not only from my reading, but from interviews